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About AAKe
The Anthropological Association of Kenya (AAKe) is a professional association
of anthropologists engaging in anthropological work as reflected in the
specialized domains of anthropology.

2012-2022
2012 - Idea to form AAKe discussed in PAA
meeting.

2018 - A group of IAGAS alumni form a
committee.

2020 - A new committee convened by Prof.
Onyango-Ouma,  a constitution  drafted
and the association officially  registered
starting with  11 paid up members.

The idea of an association was conceived when the alumni and staff of the Institute of
Anthropology, Gender and African Studies (IAGAS), University of Nairobi saw the need for
a national body of anthropologists. Although there were associations in different
universities, alumni groups, and social media groups, a nationally representative formal
body was lacking. There was need for an association to advance anthropology as a
science and  a profession in Kenya.
In early 2020, a group of anthropologists initiated the process of formal registration of
the Association under the Societies Act with the IAGAS as its interim headquarters.
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History of AAKe

2022 - The Committee that formed AAKe takes
interim leadership and hires first member of staff.

2022 - First annual general elections held in March
where the Association Constitution is adopted and
new officials elected who are serving to date.
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The association has grown
through the support of its
members and membership fee
contributions. Since its official
launch in March 2021, the
AAKe’s membership has grown
to 147 paying members, with
400 members having expressed
interest in joining the
association.

AAKe Membership



W. Onyango-Ouma
Chairperson
He is one of the founding members of the association and
the first serving chairperson of AAKe. He has over 15 years of
experience in research and teaching anthropology at the
University of Nairobi.
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Current AAKe Officials 2022/23
Following the first AGM of AAKe the following officials were elected:
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Lusigi Kariuki
Treasurer
Lusigi Kariuki has a BA in Anthropology and experience in
Banking sector, private sector and the Civil Service.

Fernandos Ongolly
Secretary General
He is a founding member of AAKe and the first secretary
general of the association. He currently works at the Irish
Universities Association under Euraxess Ireland as he
pursues his PhD at the Michael Smurfit Graduate Business
School at University College Dublin.

Olivia  Otuoma
Vice Chairperson
She is a Programme Specialist at Gertrude's Hospital
Foundation, incharge of Coordinating and managing all
subject programs.
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Mariam Yusuf
Assistant Secretary
She is currently a Doctoral student at the University of
Nairobi in collaboration with Oslo University, Norway and
also a part time lecturer at IAGAS.
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2023 AAKe Events
AAKe  successfully organized  the following events to  actively engaged its members during 2023:

Guest Lecture: Tech Sharing, Not Tech Hoarding: Solidarity, Global Vaccine Equity, and the Failed Responsibility of the
Pharmaceutical Industry. 

In a groundbreaking initiative aimed at fostering solidarity and addressing global vaccine equity, AAKe  in partnership
with IAGAS and the MISFIRES Project at the University College Dublin, hosted a distinguished guest lecture at the
University of Nairobi on March 7, 2023. The lecture was delivered by Prof Susi Geiger, Professor of Market Studies,
College of Business European Research Council Grant Holder, “MISFIRES and market failures” University College Dublin,
Ireland.

Webinar: "Water is Life"; Economics, Ethics, and Experimentality in Nairobi.

This virtual webinar held on October 30, 2023 was in partnership with IAGAS.  The main speaker was Adrian Wilson,
Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Anthropology, University of California at Berkeley. 

Annual Lecture, 2023: 'Universal Health Coverage in Kenya: The Voices on the Ground'  

The third Annual Lecture was delivered on December18,  2023, at 2:30 pm [EAT] by Dr. Edwin Ambani Ameso, a
Postdoctoral Researcher at the Research Centre for Global Dynamics, Universitat Leipzig, Germany.

AAKe Member Jane Shirima gives a talk to UNAGSA members 

Ms Shirima gave a talk on “gender and human sexuality” to University of Nairobi Anthropology and Gender Students
Association (UNAGSA) members on December 13, 2023. The talk which was very interactive also served as a career talk
regarding prospects in anthropology and gender studies. Ms Shirima studied anthropology and Gender Studies at
IAGAS
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News from Academia
IAGAS/UON hosts the SOAS/GLOCAL African Assembly on Linguistic
Anthropology Conference 

                          AAKe Members with other participants at the AFALA conference in Nairobi 

The blended global conference titled “Linguistic Landscapes, Cultural Climates”
was held at the University of Nairobi Confucius Institute from October 18-21,
2023. It brought together scholars working on African languages, cultures and
societies with about 200 panels and 100 physical participants largely from
institutions in Africa. This conference positioned Linguistic Anthropology as a
point of convergence between anthropologists and linguists further re-
emphasizing the importance of the sub-field of Linguistic Anthropology to
Anthropology in general. The AAKe exhibited at this conference alongside
World Council of Anthropological Associations (WCAA). Several members of
AAKe attended the conference.
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News from Academia
Dr Khamati Shilabukha attends The MuseumsLab in Berlin (July, 2023)
and Nairobi (September , 2023) 

Dr Shilabukha and Prof Onyango-Ouma with other participants at The MuseumsLab exhibition in
National Museums of Kenya, Nairobi

The MuseumsLab was sponsored by GTZ and
DAAD under the theme: “The Museums of
the future: Embracing diversity and
sustainability”. The objective is to build
capacity of staff working in Museums or
teaching museology in Germany and selected
countries in Africa including Kenya. 
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IAGAS hosts the Medical and Environmental
Anthropology for 21st Century E. Africa (AnthEM
project) workshop at Stoni Athi Resort from  
September 18-23, 2023

The project funded by NORAD brings together
the universities of Oslo, Nairobi, Makerere,
Dar es Salaam and Maseno for purposes of
training in medical and environmental
anthropology. The workshop was addressed
by among others the renowned
anthropologist Prof Susan Reynolds Whyte of
the University of Copenhagen who has over
40 years of experience conducting research in
E. Africa. AAKe members from Nairobi and
Maseno attended the workshop.

News from Academia

Bulletin of the Anthropological Association of Kenya (AAKe)
Edition 02: DECEMBER 2023

AnthroNews

contact us: www.anthrokenya.org   email: association@anthrokenya.org 

Freshers report at IAGAS

A new cohort of first year
anthropology students joined
IAGAS in September, 2023. A
total of 108 students enrolled in
the Bachelor of Arts in
Anthropology programme
representing an increase from
last year’s 70 students.
.

AAKe members with other participants at the AnthEM project workshop in 2023

Prof Onyango-Ouma with freshers’ during orientation in September 2023
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Anthropology in Practice!!!

Alzheimer's disease (AD) is the most common type of dementia globally and is the fifth
leading cause of death and disability. About half of all people suffering from the disease
are living in SSA including Kenya. Alzheimer's disease becomes more common as you get
older. This is an area of concern given that most SSA countries including Kenya are now
experiencing aging populations, in part due to rising life expectancy. Alzheimer's disease
can cause a wide range of symptoms affecting memory, thinking, orientation, learning
capacity, language, and judgment. 
Early identification of risk factors for Alzheimer’s disease and other associated Dementias
is key in timely management of the diseases. However, there is limited research and
evidence on dementia risk factors in SSA including Kenya. We also do not have local and
culturally validated tools that can help us screen and assess prevalence and risk factors
for dementia. Individuals living with this condition are largely neglected within their
communities/families, unable to access health care services, stigmatized or labelled as
“old witch”, or “behaving like a kid”. 
At the Brain and Mind Institute, Aga Khan University in Nairobi, we are working towards
changing the narrative around dementia and other brain disorders in Kenya. From an
Neuroanthropology perspective, we place the brain and mind at the centre of discussions
about human nature and culture. We have established a transdisciplinary implementation
science team comprising of anthropologists, psychologists, neurologists, psychiatrists,
neuroscientists, data scientists. Our aim is to examine patterns of human variation in
communities and people’s real-world settings to provide empirical research that
complements work done in clinical settings. We employ methodological triangulation –
ethnographic and anthropological research methodologies in combination with theories
and methods from neuroscience to enhance our understanding of how culture, mind, and
brain interact. 
Read more about some of our projects here:
Attitudes and Perceptions of Dementia in Kenya | Brain & Mind Institute | The Aga Khan
University (aku.edu)
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Anthropologists now leading Mental and Brain health research in Kenya
Dr. Edna Bosire

https://narratively.com/they-were-labeled-witches-they-just-had-dementia/
https://doi.org/10.1080/01459740.2019.1667344
https://www.aku.edu/bmi/research/Pages/Attitudes-Perceptions-Dementia-Kenya.aspx
https://www.aku.edu/bmi/research/Pages/Attitudes-Perceptions-Dementia-Kenya.aspx
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Anthropology in Practice!!!

Project: Contested Feminist Activisms and Finland’s Changing Gender
Equality Partnerships with Kenya

This collaborative research between University of Helsinki, Finland and The
University of Nairobi, IAGAS investigates the operations and adaptations of
Finland’s gender equality partnerships with Kenya at a time when the
OECD/DAC aid infrastructure is undergoing an internal transformation, while
at the same time being increasingly challenged by populist politics and
autocratization, as well as unresolved colonial legacies. 
Using cross-sectoral anthropological ethnographic methodologies, it
examines how Finland’s gender equality programs and projects navigate
amidst the increasingly conservative anti-gender dynamics, while at the same
time responding to, and learning from, new decolonizing feminist initiatives.
It asks whether and how opposing processes of decolonizing feminist
activisms and anti-gender tendencies shape development professionals’,
rights-holders’ and activists’ imaginations of transformative action and
desired societal futures. 
Furthermore, it asks how other changes in global development policy
environment condition feminist political goals and global feminist
articulations and solidarities within the spheres of development
interventions. This study ultimately seeks to present the case for both
development practitioners and feminist activists searching for feminist
transformative change through new just and decolonizing ways of organizing
global partnerships for gender equality and feminist networking. 
Dr Mariah Ngutu will undertake her postdoctoral research within this project
where other researchers include Eija Ranta,  Buendía Sarmiento Carolina,
Kaskinen Martta (University of Helsinki, Finland). Funding period: 2024.
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Exploring Evolving Dynamics: Finland and Kenya Collaborate on Gender
Equality Research
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Anthropology in Practice!!!

Prof Chapurukha  Kusimba and Team  in a study
published in Nature Journal  analyzed the DNA of 80
individuals going back to 800 years ago making it
the first ancient DNA uncovered from the Swahili
Civilization. The study discovered that the ancestry
of the people analyzed was both African and Asian.
The DNA revealed that the overwhelming majority
of male-line ancestors came from Asia, while the
female-line ancestors came from Africa. The
research project exemplified a unique collaboration
between anthropologists and geneticists contrary to
the existing tension between anthropology and
genetics surrounding the interpretation of the
material. Prof Kusimba is based at the University of
South Florida, USA.
Read more here:
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-023-05754-w
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Anthropologists and Geneticists uncover first ancient DNA from Swahili
Civilization 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-023-05754-w
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Celebrating Our Members!!!

In a historic achievement for the field of anthropology, AAKe proudly announces the
appointment of Prof. Salome Bukachi as one of the Commissioners tasked with
preventing the next global pandemic by the World Health Organization. Prof. Bukachi's
extraordinary accomplishment is a moment of pride and inspiration for AAKe, recognizing
her dedication to the field of medical anthropology. As an esteemed member of the
association, Prof. Bukachi's influence has not only enriched local academic and research
endeavors but has also left a global impact. 
As a newly appointed Commissioner, Prof. Bukachi's insights and skills are expected to
play a pivotal role in shaping strategies for the prevention of future pandemics, reflecting
her commitment to understanding the complexities inherent in the intersections of
culture, health, and society.
The Association  sees Prof. Bukachi's appointment not only as a personal triumph but also
as a testament to the crucial contributions made by anthropologists in addressing global
challenges. The association expresses its delight in anticipating the positive impact Prof.
Bukachi's work will have on the world, fostering a safer and healthier future for all.

The International Association for the Study of Commons (IASC) recognizes  Prof
Onyango-Ouma

The IASC recognized Prof Onyango-Ouma for exceptional service in co-
organzing the IASC Biennial General Conference, Nairobi, Kenya from
18-24, June 2023. The theme of the conference was “The Commons We
Want: Between Historical Legacies and Future Collective Actions”. The
blended conference attracted 110 panels with about 450 physical
participants and was organized in collaboration between University of
Bern, University of Nairobi and CETRAD. Anthropologists from both
Institute of Social Anthropology, Univeristy of Bern and IAGAS played a
key role in the conference (https://2023.iasc-commons.org/#report).
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Prof. Salome Bukachi appointed World Health Organization Commissioner for
Pandemic Prevention

https://2023.iasc-commons.org/#report
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Celebrating Our Members!!!

 The AAKe is delighted to announce the election of Prof. Isaac Nyamongo
as the President of the International Union of Anthropological and
Ethnological Sciences (IUAES).
AAKe extends its warmest congratulations to Prof. Nyamongo on this
remarkable achievement, recognizing not only his personal dedication to
anthropology but also the immense pride and honor this brings to our
nation and the entire community of anthropologists in Kenya.
Prof. Nyamongo's election as the President of IUAES stands as a
testament to his exceptional contributions to the discipline of
anthropology, both nationally and internationally. His extensive
research, academic leadership, and unwavering commitment to
advancing anthropological knowledge have not only enriched the field
but have also served as an inspiration to aspiring anthropologists within
Kenya and beyond.
As a respected figure in the Kenyan anthropological landscape, Prof.
Nyamongo's presidency at IUAES is expected to fortify the bonds of
collaboration and knowledge exchange between Kenyan anthropologists
and their global counterparts. His visionary leadership is anticipated to
promote the values of diversity, inclusivity, and cultural understanding
that anthropology represents.
We anticipate the positive impact Prof. Nyamongo's leadership will bring
to our community, fostering greater opportunities for research,
dialogue, and cooperation. AAKe is confident that under his guidance,
anthropological scholarship in Kenya will continue to thrive, positioning
our nation at the forefront of anthropological research and practice
worldwide.
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Historic Achievement: Prof. Isaac Nyamongo Elected President of
International Union of Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences
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Celebrating Our Members!!!

In March 2023, Marko Tomicic achieved a significant milestone
by being appointed a member of the Anthropology of Policy and
Practice committee of the esteemed Royal Anthropological
Institute of Great Britain and Ireland (RAI), headquartered in
London. 
Notably, Mr  Tomicic has taken on the role of Lead for the
Committee's Working Group on Artificial Intelligence (AI).
Demonstrating foresight and leadership, he is actively involved
in designing the Working Group's program for the upcoming
year. This includes orchestrating discussions for the
Anthropology Communicates webinar series, organizing
workshops, and planning participation in the Institute's
marquee event for the next year.
In his statement, Mr Tomicic emphasized the pivotal role of AI,
already recognized as one of the most important developments
in human history. He highlighted the collective responsibility of
anthropologists, policy makers, and practitioners from diverse
disciplines to harness the potential of AI for the betterment of
humankind. The coming year promises to be dynamic and
transformative. 
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 Marko Tomicic Assumes Key Role at the Royal Anthropological Institute as
he becomes the Lead for the Working Group on Artificial Intelligence (AI).
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Celebrating Our Members!!!

Dr. Mary Thamari was honored as the winner in the
Research and Writing category by the Kenya Christian
Professionals Forum. The accolade was bestowed upon her
during the annual Utumishi Bora Awards (UBA), a
distinguished ceremony founded and hosted by the Kenya
Christian Professionals Forum (KCPF).
The Utumishi Bora Awards stand as a prominent annual
event, meticulously organized by KCPF to celebrate and
acknowledge Christians who demonstrate exceptional
achievements and contribute significantly to various fields.
Dr. Mary Thamari's notable accomplishment in the Research
and Writing category has positioned her as a standout figure
in the realm of academic excellence.
The Kenya Christian Professionals Forum, through the
Utumishi Bora Awards, aims to spotlight and applaud
individuals who exemplify extraordinary dedication and
competence in their respective fields. Dr. Thamari's success
in the Research and Writing category underscores her
commitment to advancing knowledge and contribution to
scholarship.
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Dr. Mary Thamari Clinches Prestigious Utumishi Bora Award for Research and
Writing Excellence
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Celebrating Our Members!!!

The Kenyan government has appointed Dr. Dan Adino to lead the
formulation of legal frameworks regulating Social Development
Practitioners in the country.  AAKe extends its heartfelt
congratulations to Dr. Adino, emphasizing the profound impact of
his appointment on the recognition of anthropologists in
influencing crucial policy and governance areas.
Dr. Adino's appointment in this pivotal role underscores his
remarkable expertise and unwavering dedication. The appointment
not only acknowledges his individual accomplishments but also
signifies the increasing influence of anthropologists in shaping
policies within diverse and culturally rich contexts like Kenya.
The Association recognizes Dr. Adino's appointment as a testament
to the integral role played by anthropologists in comprehending
and addressing complex societal challenges. The discipline's
emphasis on cultural context, human behavior, and social dynamics
is deemed crucial in the effective development of policies and
regulations.
Dr. Adino's wealth of experience and commitment to fostering
positive change aligns with the expectations of a transformative
impact resulting from the development of these legal frameworks.
AAKe anticipates the positive outcome of his work and pledges
support in the discharge of his duties.
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Dr. Dan Adino appointed by Kenyan Government to Spearhead Development
of Legal Frameworks for Social Development Practitioners
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Our Members Graduate!!!
    
Hamilton Otieno Majiwa - Graduated with an MA in Medical
Anthropology from the University of Nairobi at the  70th graduation
ceremony held on December 15, 2023. Majiwa’s research area is in one
health representing key contributions by anthropologists in that field.
Congratulations!! 

Jentrix Chochy Sakwa - Graduated with Honours degree in Bachelor of
Arts at Nelson Mandela University-Port Elizabeth (South Africa) in April
2023. She is currently pursuing her Masters in Anthropology at NMU and
is involved in research for DSI-NRF South African Research Chair in
Ocean Cultures and Heritage, Lamu-Kenya, which deals with research
surrounding coastal cultures and their people in East and Southern
African regions. The project currently is in five specific countries, that is
South Africa, Namibia, Mozambique, Kenya, and
Tanzania.https://och.mandela.ac.za/Our-Researchers-and-Collaborators

Charles Vonza Lungui - Graduated with honors, receiving a CUM LAUDE
distinction in Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Anthropology from the
esteemed Nelson Mandela University (NMU), South Africa, in April 2023.  
He is also  curerently pursuing a Masters in Anthropology from the same
University under the DSI-NRF South African Research Chair in Ocean
Cultures and Heritage Project.
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Conferences and Workshops

In a pivotal moment at the recently concluded "Healing the Brain -
Bridging the Gap in Low and Middle-Income Countries" global
conference, Dr. Edna Bosire played a crucial role in advancing the
discourse on Culture, Society, and Mental Health. The conference,
which took place from November 15-17, 2023, at the Radisson Blu
Hotel in Upper Hill, Nairobi, attracted over 800 attendees from
around the globe.
Dr. Bosire shared the stage with renowned psychiatrists from Kenya
and South Africa. The thematic focus on "Culture, Society, and
Mental Health" delved into the significant role that culture plays in
promoting brain health. The interdisciplinary panel engaged in
discussions that explored the intersection of cultural dynamics and
mental well-being, providing unique perspectives from the field of
Anthropology alongside psychiatric expertise.
Dr. Bosire's presence and contributions added depth to the
conversations, emphasizing the importance of considering cultural
nuances in understanding and addressing mental health challenges.
The conference served as a platform for experts across diverse
fields to collaborate and bridge gaps in brain health initiatives,
fostering a global dialogue on innovative approaches to mental well-
being in low and middle-income countries.
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Dr. Edna Bosire Presents Novel Insights at Global Conference on Brain Health
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Conferences and Workshops

Anne Achieng, an MA[Anthropology] student specializing in Medical
Anthropology at IAGAS,  participated in the European Conference on
African Studies (ECAS) held in Cologne, Germany, where she engaged with
diverse perspectives and contributed to the global discourse on African
studies.
Back on home turf, Achieng showcased her expertise at the Reproductive
Health Network Kenya (RHNK) scientific conference, presenting a
compelling paper. Her research and insights played a pivotal role in
advancing discussions on reproductive health issues within the Kenyan
context.
Additionally, Achieng demonstrated her commitment to local community
health by presenting a poster at the Kilifi County Health Symposium. 

Fernandos Ongolly participated in the 2023 American Anthropological
Association/Canadian Anthropology Society Annual Meeting in Toronto
(15-19 November). He presented a paper titled "Access to essential
medicines within pandemics: A case of HIV pre-exposure access in Ireland
and Kenya during the COVID-19 pandemic." The paper addressed access
to medicines challenges during the pandemic, emphasizing grassroots
innovations used to overcome gaps. Ongolly's insightful presentation
contributed valuable perspectives to the discourse on global health and
pandemic response strategies.
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Anne Achieng attends Global  and Local Conferences

Fernandos Ongolly attends the 2023 American Anthropological
Association/Canadian Anthropology Society Annual Meeting in Toronto
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Special News
“As 2023 draws to a close, I have good news to share. On behalf of editorial board, I wish to announce
that Mila, the Journal of the Institute of Anthropology, Gender and African Studies  is back after being
dormant for nearly a decade. The last issue of the journal was published in 2014 after which
production ceased due to financial constraints. However, the journal was recently re-branded to
publish both online versions biannually in the English language. The response to the recent call for
papers was overwhelming and currently more than 20 submissions are at different stages in the
review process. We hope to publish the first online edition in December 2023.
Mila is an open-access peer-reviewed, inter-disciplinary international scholarly journal (ISSN 1015-
6178). The journal was launched in the 1970s to showcase and bring into the wider academic domain
research conducted by the fellows and students of the then Institute of African Studies (IAS). Mila
publishes original articles in all the social sciences by scholars from the African region and beyond. In
addition to providing policy analysts and planners, practitioners, academicians and other interested
parties with useful current empirical data and information that might help them solve various societal
problems, the journal also seeks facilitates scholarly interactions and dialogue about current local,
regional, and global issues, particularly in the domains of anthropology, gender and African studies. 
The journal welcomes researchers and practitioners to submit their original empirical research,
review articles, and book review articles of betwen 2,000 - 4000 words in length minus bibliography.
Authors are advised to ensure that the manuscript conforms with the guidelines on the journal’s
website. Each submission will be double blind-reviewed by people with expertise in the relevant field
of research. The final judgement of the papers will be based on criteria that includes but not limited
to clarity, originality, correctness, meaningful comparison, and contributions to research resources.
I take this opportunity, as Chair of the Research and Publication Committee (RPC) at IAGAS to thank
members of the RPC, faculty and students for their continued support in reviving MILA. I treasure the
work our reviewers and editors unfailingly provide in support of MILA, and I look forward to working
with all stakeholders to ensure continued production of the journal in the years that lie ahead. Be
sure to check on the journal’s website for the latest issues and call for papers.
On a final note, as we usher in the festive season and gravitate on to 2024, I thank the editorial board
and all stakeholders for their continued support and look forward to making MILA not only the
preferred journal of choice but also a great journal. Merry Christmas and happy New Year.”
By Prof Tom Ondicho
Chair, Research and Publications Committee
IAGAS
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MILA IS BACK!!
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Becoming a Member
AnthroNews
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You can join the association in the following membership categories:
 a. Ordinary Member, b. Student Member and c. Associate member.

Check this out at www.anthrokenya.org/membership 

CLICK THIS LINK TO EXPRESS YOUR INTEREST TO BECOME A MEMBER 

https://forms.gle/VNyLMRSgYnSPMujS6

Alternatively send an email to us through: association@anthrokenya.org
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Sponsored ads

AnthroNews

As an association we shall strive to support our members businesses at an
affordable cost through advertising in our newsletter. To showcase your
business contact the secretariat through 

association@anthrokenya.org
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Monica Wanjiru


